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I. Introduction

In a letter dated March 9, 1965, J.E. Wilson to L.R. Gillis, the Traffic Department requested that the Materials and Research
Department undertake a study to develop a physical barrier to prevent wrong-way movements on freeway off ramps. As the initial
step in this project, numerous ideas for barrier or deterrent devices, proposed by the public, by engineers in this department, and by
engineers in other Division of Highways departments, were given careful study. It was found that the most promising of these ideas
fell into six major classifications or types. This preliminary report discusses and evaluates the various types of devices that have
been proposed and concludes that the following electro-mechanical types appear to merit further study and development effort,
namely: (1) the false curb, (2) the gate, and (3) the tire puncturing device.

It is requested that the Traffic Department review the results of this preliminary study and give their recommendations relative to
further study by the Materials and Research Department. It is the opinion of the Materials and Research Department that detailed
preliminary designs should be worked up for one or more of the forementioned most promising basic types of devices with the intent
that at least one device would be constructed and subjected to full scale tests.
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